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appointment as secretary of the new territor
of Nevada. Sam Clemens offered to go alon
with his brother as * private secretary to th
secretary,5 an office which he himself describe
as a ' unique sinecure/ there being * nothin
to do and no salary.9 Indeed, it was^Sar
Clemens's savings as a pilot which finance*
the journey to the West, his brother Orioj
being invited by the United States, as wa
Mr. Pickwick by the Pickwick Club, to trave
at his own expense.
These, of course, were the days of the ris<
of the American West, from a vast untraversec
wilderness to an El Dorado of gold and silver
The gold discoveries in California had startec
the e 'forty-niners ' on the trail. In the decadi
following, a flock of prospectors found their wa^
into the mountains and disclosed the fabulou
wealth of silver-bearing loads of the district o
the Carson Valley, a part of the Mormoi
territory of Utah. It was the organization o
this district as the territory of Nevada whicl
gave to the two Clemens brothers the oppor
tunity of taking part in the western movement
To get to Nevada they must go overland b-j
the stage. There was as yet no railway acrosi
the continent, nor was there till some year:
after the Civil War. To reach California on<
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